
Chapter 29:  The Vietnam War
Section 1:  The War Develops
Colonial Vietnam
The history of Vietnam is one of resisting control by another country.  From 200 BC until the early 1400s, Vietnam was controlled by China.  In 1883 the French took control of Southeast Asia including Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia-which they called French Indochina.
			
A Nationalist Leader
The French exploited the resources of French Indochina and mistreated the people.  A nationalist movement developed in Vietnam.   One of the leaders of the nationalist movement was Nguyen That Thanh who was called Ho Chi Minh, or “He who Enlightens.” 
Ho was born in 1890 in a small village in central Vietnam.
As a teenager he participated in tax revolts and then traveled around the world, including a stay in the U.S.  He requested to meet with President Wilson at the Paris Peace Conference in 1919 to ask for support for an independent Vietnam.  He had been encouraged by Wilson’s 14 Points’ call for self-determination.  Wilson did not meet with him.  He then associated with the French Communist Party.

Ho believed that a Communist revolution was the way for Vietnam to gain its independence.
Changing Rulers
The Japanese occupied Vietnam during WW II.  Ho returned to Vietnam to organize a resistance movement to Japanese occupation in 1941. The group was called the League for the Independence of Vietnam a.k.a. Vietminh.  Although led by communists, the Vietminh had non-commie members; anyone who wanted independence could join the fight.
With the surrender of the Japanese in 1945, the Vietminh declared the independence of Vietnam.  In a speech on September 2, Ho quoted from the Declaration of Independence.  He equated our revolution to that of Vietnam and he hoped that the US would support an independent Vietnam (we did not).
Vietnam After World War II 
With the withdrawal of Japanese forces, the French reentered Indochina.  The war for independence began again in December of 1946.

The First Indochina War
Truman saw the war in Vietnam as a communist led insurrection and because of Cold War attitudes in the U.S., he could not recognize the independence of Vietnam.
Additionally the focus was on Europe and the U.S. needed the support of France to resist Soviet expansion in Western Europe.
In 1949 the commies had taken control of China and in 1950 North Korea had invaded South Korea; there were other communist led revolts in Indonesia, Malaya, and the Philippines. All of Asia seemed to be on the verge of going commie.



The Domino Theory
Dwight Eisenhower warned if Vietnam fell to Communism then all of Southeast Asia would fall.  Ike called this the Domino Theory. In response, the US sent money, arms, ammunition, and supplies to the French fighting in Vietnam.
By 1954 the US was paying 75% of the costs to fight the war.  The French were also fighting to maintain possession of Algeria in North Africa at the same time.  They could not afford two wars and to the French, Algeria was of greater value so we funded the Indochina war.
The Vietminh used guerilla tactics and were wearing out the French forces in Vietnam.


France is Defeated
The final stand of the French was at a strongpoint in the north of the country at a place named Dien Bien Phu.  The Vietminh surrounded the French forces and eventually the French had to surrender on May 7, 1954.  It was a costly war for both sides but the Vietnamese had learned how to defeat a European power.


The Geneva Conference  
Representatives from France, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Great Britain, the United States, China and the Soviet Union met in Geneva, Switzerland to work out a peace agreement and plan the future of Indochina.
The Geneva Accords contained a cease-fire agreement, division of the country at the 17th Parallel with a communist north and a non-communist south, French withdrawal from the country, a demilitarized zone (DMZ) established along the 17th parallel, and elections in July 1956 to determine who would reunify the country.  The US did not believe that the south would win an election and never fully supported the Accords.  China had been aiding the Vietminh and the U.S. began aiding the government of South Vietnam.
Growing Conflict in Vietnam
Vietnam’s Leaders
Ngo Dinh Diem

In 1954 Ngo Dinh Diem became the president of South Vietnam.  Diem had been an official in the French colonial government.  He was a Catholic in a predominately Buddhist country.  He was anti-communist because he had been taken hostage by the Vietminh in 1945 and refused to aid Ho’s ambitions, the Vietminh had murdered his brother, and they had tried to assassinate him, causing him to flee Vietnam for several years, including 2 years in the U.S.  He returned in 1954 after the French defeat.  In the Presidential election in 1955, Diem claimed to have received 98% of the vote.  It did not take long for the US to realize he was corrupt and he treated the Buddhists with brutality.  Diem tortured and imprisoned political opponents
His government was not popular from the start.  He gave top jobs to his family, he showed favoritism to Catholics, and his policies favored large land owners.
Madame Nhu
Ho Chi Minh also began to show his true colors; he became more totalitarian, he broke up the land holdings of colonial estates and he endeared himself to the peasants by giving them the land he took from the wealthy.
Fearing that Ho would win the election, Diem at the urging of the U.S., cancelled the elections scheduled for 1956 according to the Geneva Accords.  Ho and other Vietminh communists were going to try to unite the whole of Vietnam under Communist control.
Ho Chi Minh




A Civil War
When Vietnam was divided, the communists were supposed to go to the north.  This did not happen.  Many communists in the Vietminh stayed in the south and began a guerilla war against the Diem led south.  
Eisenhower decided to intervene in the conflict in 1955.  He sent money and weapons to the Diem government.  He also sent military “advisers” to train the Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) in tactics and use of U.S. weaponry.  By the time Eisenhower left office in 1961, there were over 900 Advisers in South Vietnam.  Many were disillusioned by the ineptitude and corruption in the ARVN.
In 1959 the north began supplying weapons to the Vietminh in South Vietnam.  In 1960 the Vietminh formed the National Liberation Front (NLF) and the military forces were called the Vietcong.  Not all NLF members were communist, but all wanted to overthrow Diem.
The Vietcong began to use intimidation to get support from the peasants.  The Vietcong assassinated government officials in the south and effectively took control of the countryside.
Ho and his political cohorts upped the supplies coming into the south, sending them through Laos and Cambodia; infiltrating into South Vietnam.  The North also sent North Vietnamese Army (NVA) forces to augment the Vietcong forces.

Increasing U. S. Involvement
John Kennedy was elected President in 1960.  He also believed in the Domino Theory and he was not about to be perceived as soft on Communism. 
Kennedy did not want to send combat forces into Vietnam so he increased the number of advisers in the country.  He also sent his rapid response forces, the Green Berets, into the country to organize local opposition.  By the end of 1961 there were 3,000 advisers in Vietnam.  By 1963 there were 16,000.  Advisers were not supposed to be combat troops, but if they were in the field “advising” ARVN personnel, and they were being fired upon, they would fight back.  In 1961 there were 14 American deaths; in 1963 there were almost 500.  The line between adviser and combatant was disappearing.  


Diem’s Overthrow
Diem’s government was losing the support of the Vietnamese more and more.  When Buddhist leaders criticized Diem he arrested and killed some Buddhist protesters.  When newspapers showed a Buddhist monk, Thich Quang Duc, who had set himself on fire, protests and disenchantment against Diem grew in the U.S. as well.  

When Diem refused to change his policies, U.S. officials began to support an overthrow of Diem and his supporters.  In August, 1963 American Ambassador to South Vietnam, Henry Cabot Lodge, sent a cable effectively saying that Diem could not win the war and thus had to go.  In November 1963 Diem was assassinated and his government overthrown.  Although Kennedy had authorized the overthrow, he was shocked that Diem had been murdered.  Kennedy would be assassinated three weeks later.  Evidence points that Kennedy ordered the Joint Chiefs of Staff to prepare for a total withdrawal of US troops from Vietnam in 1964.  We know that Johnson met with Douglas MacArthur who advised him not to get deeply involved in Vietnam or Laos; they were wars that we could not win.





The Tonkin Gulf Resolution
		
When Lyndon Johnson became President after the assassination of JFK, the situation was decaying in Vietnam.  North Vietnamese regulars were slipping across the border from the north and the west; the Vietcong controlled about 40% of the country.  Johnson felt it would take a greater involvement by the U.S. to keep South Vietnam independent.  But Congress would have to give him the authority to increase U.S. aid.
Late at night on Aug. 4, 1964 Johnson went on TV to announce that 2 days before, a U.S. warship, the destroyer USS Maddox, had been fired on by North Vietnamese torpedo boats in the Gulf of Tonkin.  He went on to say that the attack on our ships had happened two days before also on the USS Maddox and the USS C. Turner Joy.  He said swift retribution was necessary.
In reality, the first incident was the result of the Maddox spying in North Vietnamese waters and the Maddox had fired first.  The second incident might not have happened at all because of false radar readings.
He asked for a Congressional resolution authorizing the President to take all actions necessary to protect our interests.  The Tonkin Gulf Resolution passed easily, only 2 Senators voted against it.  One of the 2 senators, Wayne Morse of OR, said they had given the President war making powers without going to Congress for a declaration of war.  The Pentagon authorized OPLAN 34-A which allowed covert U.S.-S. Vietnam raids on N Vietnam
Section 2:  U.S. Support of the War at Home and Abroad
The Air War
The first American operation of the war began with Operation Rolling Thunder.  It was air attacks against North Vietnam to weaken their support for the war.  The targeted anything that could be of use to the military.
A primary target was the Ho Chi Minh Trail, the supply routes through Laos and Cambodia.  
			
The trail ran through thick jungle so it was difficult to target from the air.  To open the canopy and defoliate the jungle, we began using a defoliant called Agent Orange.  Americans also used napalm (jellied Gasoline) on the trail and on farms to burn the targets.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v4eMDarAp68 
They would drop “Cluster Bombs” which sprayed shrapnel on personnel  
and carpet bombing which were multiple bombs dropped from high altitude on no particular target. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGLgZ8htLI4
 Rolling Thunder did not succeed, in fact even more men and supplies went down the Ho Chi Minh Trail to the south.
The North Vietnamese were receiving economic, military, and technological aid from China and the Soviet Union to off-set any destruction by the Americans.  It is also believed that Soviet and Chinese pilots flew North Vietnamese aircraft, never out of N.V. airspace.
By 1968 more than a million tons of bombs had been dropped in Southeast Asia without hurting their war effort.  In fact, bombing in the south had actually convinced some South Vietnamese to join the Vietcong.

The Ground War
The commander of ground forces in Vietnam was General William Westmoreland.  He oversaw the massive build-up of ground forces in the country.  
 Gen. Westmoreland
In response to the guerilla war, he ordered search and destroy missions to drive the enemy out of their hideouts.  Soldiers on search and destroy would hike through jungles or through rice paddies, engaging in combat with an elusive enemy who would melt back into the jungle.  Once the hideout was located, the air strikes were called in.  After the air strikes had finished, ground troops were sent to clean out the village or area.  Unfortunately, once the troops left the village or area, the VC moved back in.  But any peasants who were suspected of cooperating with the Americans or South Vietnamese troops would be tortured and/or killed.
Another program was pacification.  It would try to win the hearts and minds of the civilians.  Not only would the military try to clean the VC and NVA troops out of the area, but construction projects built roads, and the infrastructure and economy as well.  If VC were in control of surrounding areas, the military would relocate the civilians to safe-camps; give them food, housing and medical care.  The military would then destroy the village to prevent its use by the enemy.  While trying to win the support of the people, in many instances it had the opposite result-people resented being forced to leave their homes for other areas.
		
There were no front lines in the war, it was fought for control of villages and control would often revert when our troops left.  To measure progress, the military relied on body counts-how many enemies were killed in each engagement.  It is difficult to accurately count bodies in a fluid combat situation.  Many times bodies were counted more than once by different people and it was not unusual for the higher officials to inflate the body count to make it look like we were having greater success.
Declining Troop Morale
The first 3,500 ground troops to enter Vietnam as combatants were Marines on March 8, 1965.  The 9th Marine Expeditionary Brigade under Brig. Gen. Frederick J. Karch took up stations on Red Beach Two, north of Da Nang air base. 
Marines land at Da Nang

 Da Nang Air Base

		
The Marines landed at Da Nang to relieve the South Vietnamese forces so they (ARVN) could be deployed for combat.  They were convinced that when the VC (Charlie) saw the Marines the war would soon end.  These were the United States Marines, why wouldn’t Charlie give up?
The Marines soon found that the VC were not intimidated, they used the same tactics that had driven out the French.  They struck at U.S. forces and government held villages then disappeared back into the jungle.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FxPeHqH4XxI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fuaSi-H0oGY
The peaceful villager during the day might be a VC at night.  The soldiers faced constant danger on patrols.  They could never let their guard down.  Ambushes, booby traps such as mines or Pungi sticks were always a threat. 
	Punji Stake Pit 
This trap was just as its name suggests-a pit. When building this, the VC would dig a hole and line the inside of the hole with stakes. The stakes were simply pieces of bamboo that had been sharpened and fire hardened. They were sharp enough to easily penetrate through a soldier's thick boot. Many times the ends of the stakes were covered with enzymes or poison that would cause infection. After the hole was lined with the stakes, the covering was put over the pit. This brush and grass covering was just thick enough that the pit was disguised but still flexible enough to be easily penetrated when stepped on. 

	
Punji Bear Trap 
This booby trap was built basically in the same fashion as the Punji Stake Pit. Instead of one uniformly shaped pit though, this hole consisted of two different sized holes-a larger hole on top of a smaller hole. The VC would place a bear trap over top of the smaller hole so that when the victim's foot penetrated the brush covering, it would land on the trap causing it to snap shut in an upward motion. There was hardly any escaping the trap's grasp on the victim's foot. 

	Side Closing Trap 
The traps were a more sophisticated version of the Punji Stake Pits and Bear Traps. They were made with a large plank of wood that was laid over a hole filled with spikes. The large piece of wood was attached, in the middle, to a piece of wood that stretched across the width of the pit. This acted as a pivot for the large piece of covering wood. When a soldier stepped on one end of the plank, their weight caused the wood to lower and the victim fell into the stake filled pit. 



 The enemy seemed to have unlimited reserves even though we inflicted heavy casualties.  The North Vietnamese were always able to replace men and material with the help of China and the Soviet Union.  They could also replace their ranks with South Vietnamese villagers who were disgruntled over pacification practices or destruction of their villages and rice crops.







V-C Tunnels
	
	
	Cu Chi: The underground war


Preparing to enter the Viet Cong's underground fortress 

War is hellish at the best of times. But imagine fighting a war underground in the suffocating, sweltering blackness of tunnels, barely tall enough for a man to crawl, let alone walk. 


	

Entrances to the tunnels were always carefully disguised


Here, a wrong turn could send you plunging onto the lethal bamboo spikes of a punji stake trap. 
Elsewhere carefully placed trip wires were primed to detonate a grenade or release a box of scorpions onto their unsuspecting victim. 
In other places the entire walls of the tunnel seemed to move, covered with an impenetrable mass of spiders and stinging fire ants. 
This was the reality of warfare in the tunnels of Cu Chi, the Viet Cong's underground fortress dug beneath the jungles of South Vietnam. 
Guerrilla network 
At its peak the Cu Chi tunnel network covered some 250 kilometers - from the Cambodian border in the west to the outskirts of what was then Saigon. 
	

A guide demonstrates one of the tiny entrances to the tunnel network


Beginning in 1948 during the war for independence from the French, the tunnel network slowly expanded. Each tiny tunnel was dug by hand, sometimes at a rate of just one or two meters a day. 
As the tunnels grew, arms stores, hospitals, bomb shelters and even theatres to stage politically-motivating plays were added. 
Kitchens to supply the tunnels' occupants with food were always built near the surface, but with long chimneys carved out through the ground to diffuse the smoke from the cooking fires and release it at a distance. 






U.S. Forces Mobilize
More than 2.5 million Americans served in the Vietnam War. Most were poorly educated, 80% had a high school education or less, and they were on average younger than WW II and Korean War soldiers.

The Draft
In the beginning most soldiers in Vietnam were volunteers.  But as the war intensified more and more the military depended on draftees.  Of those registered with Selective Service, 25% were excluded for medical reasons.  Another 30% received deferments, postponements from service.  Men in college could receive a student deferment so enrollment in colleges and universities increased dramatically.  BUT you had to maintain good grades to keep your deferment.  Since most affluent families could send their sons to college and most poor families could not, there was a disproportional representation of poor young men serving in the military.  
African American young men were more likely to enlist in the early years than white men, thus their proportion serving in the military was higher than their proportion in the general population.  In the early years of the war they suffered over 20% casualties even though they made up only 11% of the population. 
In 1969 the government changed the draft laws.  They instituted a lottery system for the draft.  Men were drafted based on date of birth, most deferments were ended.  In 1973 the draft was ended and we went to an all- volunteer military.
Draft Board Classifications
The following is a list of Selective Service classifications
that could be assigned by draft boards:
A. Class I
1. I-A: available for military service
2. I-A-O: CO available for noncombatant military service
3. I-C: already in the military
4. I-D: reserve or ROTC
5. I-O: CO available for civilian work
6. I-S: student
7. I-W: CO performing civilian work
8. I-Y: other (catch-all classification)
B. Class II
1. II-A: Occupational deferment
2. II-C: Agricultural deferment
3. II-S: Student deferment
C. Class III
1. III-A: Extreme hardship, i.e. has a child or children
D. Class IV
1. IV-A: Prior active service or sole surviving son
2. IV-B: Official deferred by law
3. IV-C: Alien not currently liable for military service
4. IV-D: Minister of religion or divinity student
5. IV-F: Registrant not qualified for military service
E. Class V
1. V. Registrant over the age of liability for military service

3% of the eligible young men avoided the draft by not registering or fleeing to Canada.  If you failed to register you could be tried in Federal Court and sentenced to prison.  If you fled to Canada, you were forever cut off from returning to the U.S.
Noncombat Positions
Most who went to Vietnam served in non-combat support roles.  It takes 7-8 non-combat roles to support each infantryman.  Engineers, administration personnel, communication, transportation, and medical personnel (non-medics and corpsmen).
But even these were dangerous jobs.  Rockets and mortars could reach inside the perimeter of military bases.  If you left the base you could be the victim of an ambush.  
There were about 10,000 women who served in Vietnam, including nurses.  20,000-45,000 civilian women worked as Red Cross volunteers, USO entertainers and workers, and employees of private companies doing business in Vietnam.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kODDgJRYF5I
Bob Hope 1967
Public Opinion Shifts
When we sent combat troops to Vietnam most people supported the war against communism.
But as more and more body bags were shown on news programs, 16,000+by the end of 1968, support disintegrated and the public questioned whether we had a real interest in Vietnam.


The Media’s Impact
No other war in history had as much media coverage as the war in Vietnam.  Every night there were reports on nightly news programs showing the horrors of war and the casualties of war.  It was the first televised war.  Video camera’s followed troops in the field; reporters were filmed ducking bullets and explosions.  They interviewed soldiers and civilians alike.  Most importantly, they began to question the government.
Walter Cronkite in Vietnam
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p-v9jB1eyaE

Hawks and Doves and Chicken Hawks
Hawks (pro-war) began questioning Johnson’s handling of the war.  They wanted more troops sent to Vietnam to defeat the enemy once and for all.  One of the Hawks was General Curtis LeMay who expressed his dissatisfaction because Johnson didn’t use the full power of the Air Force.  Another Hawk was 1968 Republican Presidential candidate Barry Goldwater.  He suggested we should bomb them back into the stone-age.
Doves (opposed to the war) criticized Johnson for a variety of reasons.  George Kennan, famous for the Containment Policy, felt the war did not serve the nation’s vital interests.  Pediatrician and author Dr. Benjamin Spock claimed the majority of the Vietnamese people did not want us in their country.  Martin Luther King opposed the war because it was taking vital funds from the Great Society.  Other civil rights workers criticized the fact that African Americans were overrepresented in the military.  Doves in Congress also took on the president.  Future Democratic Presidential candidate Senator George McGovern and Senate Foreign Relations Chairman J. William Fulbright were both early critics of the war.
 Senator J. William Fulbright
 Sen. George McGovern 


The Antiwar Movement	
As the war dragged on a vocal and passionate antiwar movement developed in the country.  It included a broad range of demonstrators, from college students to professional persons, to plain Americans who wanted the war to end.
College campuses became the heart of the antiwar movement.  Students held rallies, faculty members held teach-ins to discuss the war.  ROTC classes were boycotted and demonstrations held protesting them on campus.  Some colleges even requested that ROTC classes no longer be held on campus.  Anti-draft demonstrations were held where young men burned their draft cards. 
Burning a draft card


One of the most radical antiwar groups was Students for a Democratic Society (SDS).  
SDS Protest
They had organizations on 124 college campuses by 1965.  They organized an antiwar protest in Washington D. C. in which 20,000 protesters marched to the Capital and presented a petition to Congress demanding that Congress take immediate action to end the war.  They protested against ROTC and against universities that conducted research for the military.  The SDS was spied on by the FBI and the FBI had informants who were members of the group.
President Johnson’s response was that the U.S. was protecting an ally against an aggressor nation.  Secretary of State Dean Rusk said if we abandoned Vietnam, no other nation would trust us again.
Most Americans did not speak out against the war, they supported it.  Veterans of other wars called protesters cowards.  Burning of draft cards and the American flag would lead to violent confrontations between Hawks and Doves.  They would hold counter protests at antiwar rallies shouting “America, Love it or Leave It” and “My Country, Right or Wrong”.




Section 3:  1968: A turning Point

The TET Offensive
Khe Sanh
1968 was a violent year.  In late 1967 military intelligence reported increased traffic on the Ho Chi Minh Trail.  The suspicion was that a VC offensive was in the future.
Near the Demilitarized Zone the Marines had a fire base called Khe Sanh.  In January 1968 the VC and NVA began a siege of the base.  For 77 days the base was pounded with artillery fire and probing attacks on the ground.  
	
Ammo dump hit by a VC rocket
The siege of Khe Sanh was a diversion by the Communists.  The purpose was to convince Westmoreland that that was the purpose of the increased traffic on the Ho Chi Minh Trail.  They wanted to draw U. S. and ARVN forces out of the urban areas to expose them for the true purpose, the TET Offensive.

The Main attacks
The main offensive against the south began on January 30, 1968.  It was the start of the Vietnamese New Year, TET.  In previous years there had been an unofficial ceasefire for the holiday.  The U.S. was expecting the same this year.  Leaves of absence were given to ARVN troops and American troops were not expecting anything to happen, other than around Khe Sanh.
In the early morning hours of Jan. 30 a series of coordinated attacks on U.S. bases and urban areas began.  The perimeter of the U. S. Embassy in Saigon was breached and about 100 other cities in the south were attacked.  
http://www.english.illinois.edu/maps/vietnam/photoessay.htm
The total of VC and NVA troops involved was estimated at 84,000.  Just the previous December, Westmoreland told the Congress and American people that the North’s ability to launch any attacks had been neutralized.  He could see the light at the end of the tunnel.  
The mass uprising against the South Vietnamese government never materialized as was hoped by the commies.  The damage and the slaughter caused by the VC turned many S. Vietnamese against the Vietcong.  Brutal fighting lasted in the ancient capital of Hue.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-nGE4rITGOo
Beautiful architectural buildings were destroyed by the fighting.  By the end of February the offensive had been totally beaten back.  The enemy suffered about 45,000 casualties, the Americans lost 1,100 KIA and the ARVN lost 2,300 KIA.  It was a devastating loss for the North but Johnson ended bombing of the North shortly after to bring the enemy to the negotiation table and that encouraged the Commies to continue the war.
Effects of the Tet Offensive
The Tet Offensive showed that no part of the south was safe from attack.  The statement by Westmoreland that the enemy was all but through was shown to be wishful thinking.  One of the most respected journalists in the United States was Walter Cronkite, the anchor of the CBS Evening News.  He was in Vietnam when Tet began.  He stated that he believed we were winning the war until the Tet Offensive.  When he returned to the U.S. he told that American people that the war was doomed to end in a stalemate.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nw6bqvOe-uE
When the President heard Cronkite’s broadcast he remarked, “If I’ve lost Cronkite, I’ve lost middle America,”.
Growing Doubts
Besides Cronkite’s evaluation, national magazines Time and Newsweek both called for an end to the war.  Demonstrations increased and picketers would walk in front of the White House chanting, “Hey, hey, LBJ, how many kids did you kill today?” even Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara, who had directed the war policy, became  distraught and began to criticize the war.  In 1968 he attempted to find a way to open negotiations to end the war.  He resigned from the cabinet later in 1968.
Democratic Challengers
1968 was an election year.  Everyone believed that Johnson would run for his own 2nd term.  But 75%+/- of the country disagreed with his Vietnamese policy.  Minnesota Senator Eugene McCarthy, an ardent Dove, challenged Johnson for the Democratic nomination. The New Hampshire primary is the first in the nation.  McCarthy came in a close 2nd to Johnson.
Soon after the NH primary, Senator Robert Kennedy of NY decided to enter the race.  
On March 31, 1968 President Johnson asked for air time from the country’s TV networks.   
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2-FibDxpkb0

The speech shocked the nation.  Here was a sitting President who less than 4 years earlier had won a landslide victory now announcing “…I shall not seek, and I will not accept, the nomination of my party for another term as president.”
Johnson Seeks a Solution
In March Westmoreland had sent another request for more troops.  His rationale was that Tet had been a disaster for the VC and 206,000 more troops could finally crush the enemy.  The New York Times reported the request and many Americans were outraged.  We had been told that the war was being won, why did he need more troops, nearly a ¼ million more.  Johnson refused the request.  Johnson’s handling of the war was being questioned now by military leaders.  Johnson had forbidden the invasion of North Vietnam to prevent the Soviets and Chinese from becoming more involved.
Even before Tet, McNamara had urged a change in strategy-limit air strikes and withdraw some troops to show good faith and lure the commies to the negotiating table.  In Johnson’s March 31 speech he opened by saying it was time to negotiate with the enemy, and then he said he would not run again.
In May 1968 delegates from the United States and North Vietnam met in Paris.  The talks stalled immediately over the U.S. demand that NVA troops had to get out of South Vietnam and the North Vietnamese demand that no truce could be arranged as long as the U. S. backed government of South Vietnamese President Nguyen Van Thieu remained in control.  It would take several years before an agreement could be reached.
The Election of 1968
After Johnson announced he would not run again, Vice-president Hubert Humphrey entered the race.  Humphrey supported Johnson’s policies and Democrats Eugene McCarthy and Robert Kennedy wanted a quick end to the war.
The Democratic Primary Fight
Kennedy grabbed the early lead.  But the race for the nomination would come down to who won the California primary.  When Robert Kennedy won the California primary election, he was the presumptive Democratic candidate for the 1968 election.
He gave his victory speech in a Los Angeles hotel and then walked through the kitchen to leave.  
A gunman, Sirhan Sirhan, shot him 3 times.  Sirhan was a Palestinian and he shot Kennedy because of Kennedy’s support for Israel. Kennedy died the next day without regaining consciousness.




The Democratic Convention
In August the Democratic National Convention was held in Chicago, IL.  The Convention had to choose between Hubert Humphrey, the vice-president and Eugene McCarthy, Senator from MN.  The Hawk v. the Dove and who could represent the Democratic Party the best.
Outside the Cow Palace, the hall where the convention was being held, there were thousands of peace demonstrators.  They held rallies and chanted “Peace Now” for the news media.
Mayor Richard Daley ordered the police and National Guard to get rid of the protesters.  Police used excessive force and it was viewed by the television audiences.  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7_9OJnRnZjU
Even in the convention hall, security scuffled with reporters.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wItUjFU1i4M

The Democratic National Convention and the demonstrations outside highlighted the growing chasm between the nation’s youth and the previous generation, the parents of the demonstrators.  
The Democratic Party was in shambles at this time.




Richard Nixon, Republican
		
The time was ripe for a Republican victory.  The Democratic Party was in splinters over the war and Civil Rights.  Former vice-president Richard Milhous Nixon easily won the Republican Presidential nomination in Miami.  He chose Spiro Agnew, Governor of Maryland, as his running-mate.
 Spiro T. Agnew / Time Life Pictures / Getty
He blasted critics of Nixon's presidency and the Vietnam War with fierce alliteration — "supercilious sophisticates," "vicars of vacillation," "pusillanimous pussyfooters”

Nixon’s campaign focused on “law and Order” issues and the war in Vietnam.  He said the war must end but it must be ended “honorably”.  He said he had a “secret plan” to end the war.  He never revealed what his plan was.


George Wallace, Independent
			
Former Alabama Governor George Wallace entered the race under the auspices of the American Independent Party.  He had been against integration as governor, now he raged against student protesters.  Wallace’s support came from the conservative wing of the Democratic Party, mostly southern whites and working class whites.  Nixon feared that his conservative backers might hurt the Republican’s chances in the general election.


The Election Campaign
Nixon held a big lead until September when Humphrey tried to distance himself from Johnson’s war policy.
	[image: http://media.npr.org/assets/blogs/politicaljunkie/images/2009/08/humphrey-ffe6e614a0d32f052584956caa5b65eb5699a68d-s6-c30.jpg]
Also the peace talks were looking like they could make progress; the North Vietnamese agreed to include South Vietnamese representatives at the table if the bombing of N. Vietnam stopped.  Johnson stopped the bombing just before the election. 
Election Results
The election was very close again for Nixon.  But this time he was on top.  Wallace had won 13.5% of the popular vote and 46 electoral votes, hurting Humphrey more than Nixon.  More importantly, Nixon won the big electoral states, including his home state of California.  
Nixon took his electoral victory, 301 to 191 for Humphrey to 46 for Wallace as a mandate to try for victory in Vietnam.

Section 4:  The War Ends
Widening the War
Nixon chose Henry Kissinger as his National Security Advisor.  Kissinger began meeting with North Vietnamese representative Le Duc Tho to negotiate a settlement.  Tho was a hard negotiator.
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Tho					Kissinger
Vietnamization
In addition to secret talks, Nixon began a strategy he called Vietnamization of the war.  We would start turning more and more responsibility for the war over to ARVN forces.  Americans would train ARVN forces and when sufficiently trained, we would withdraw those American forces.  Nixon’s goal was to give the government of South Vietnam enough time to create a stable government, at least until the U.S. was no longer involved.  
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Troop strength in Vietnam went from 540,000 in 1969 to 24,000 in 1972.  Even though anti-war activists wanted immediate complete withdrawal, Nixon believed the Silent Majority of Americans would support the Vietnamization plan. 

Laos and Cambodia
While withdrawing troops from Vietnam, Nixon authorized an expansion of the war into Cambodia and Laos. He ordered the bombing of Cambodia to disrupt the Ho Chi Minh Trail in 1969.  He believed it would also show North Vietnam that he was not afraid to expand the war if necessary.  These were secret missions, even some members of Congress and military leaders were kept in the dark.  Pilots who flew the missions could not disclose their targets.
In 1970 Nixon sent ground troops into Cambodia to destroy communist bases.  The following year he sent troops into Laos.  He renewed the bombing of North Vietnam as well.  Even Nixon called it his “Madman Theory”; let the NV think he was mad enough to do anything.
Ho died in 1969.  In 1972 another invasion of the south was launched.  The NVA drove deep into South Vietnam.
Increasing Protests 
On April 30, 1970 Nixon announced that ground troops had been sent into Cambodia.  Antiwar demonstrations broke out around the country.  Colleges were a focal point of the demonstrations.
Campus Violence
On May 2, 1970 protesters at Kent State University in Ohio set fire to the ROTC building.  The governor called out the National Guard to prevent further damage at Kent State.  On May 4 students gathered for a demonstration against the troops on campus.  The troops ordered the demonstrators to disperse.  Some of the students threw rocks and bottles at the troops.  Shots were fired by some of the guardsmen and 4 students were killed, some of those killed had not been part of the protest, just going to class.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mvg4n8Txgdc
Nine days later two more students were killed at Jackson State College in Mississippi.  By this time hundreds of colleges cancelled classes and finals for the rest of the semester.

The Antiwar Movement Grows
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vlTf9fp07sw
By the end of 1969 polls showed that a majority of Americans opposed the war.  The peace movement gained support from middle-America now.  October 15, 1969 was declared a nationwide day of protest by representatives of trade unions, clergy, and veterans against the war.  Millions of Americans took part in what was called Moratorium Day. 
A month later a quarter of a million protesters demonstrated in Washington D.C.  Busses were parked in front of the White House to keep demonstrators from getting in.
In April, 1971 members of the Vietnam Veterans against the War gathered at the Capital building and several hundred threw away the medals they had been awarded to protest the war.
Some Vietnam veterans spoke before Congress and told of their opposition to the war.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yixdveuf0GQ

Radical Protests
Other antiwar groups used more radical means to protest the war.  A group called the Weathermen set off over 5,000 bombs around the country at government buildings.  The Weathermen carried out the Days of Rage, a failed attempt to shut down Chicago in Oct. 1969.  Weathermen attacked police and 6 were shot and many more arrested.  The Weathermen never gained the support of most antiwar protestors.  






Troubling Revelations
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In March 1968 a company of soldiers under the command of Lt. William Calley attacked the village of My Lai and killed at least 450 men, women, and children because they suspected the village hid some Vietcong fighters.  The public did not find out about the My Lai massacre until late 1969.  Calley was charged with the murders and Court Martialed in Sept. 1969.  He was found guilty and sentenced to life in military prison.  He was paroled in 1974.  

	[image: http://blogs.journalism.co.uk/editors/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/nyt_ells.png]
In 1971 The New York Times published a series of government documents that traced the history of the military involvement in Vietnam since the Truman years. The documents, called the Pentagon Papers revealed that the government had been lying to us about the war for years.  Nixon was infuriated by the leaked documents.  He ordered the Justice Department to suppress the publication of further classified material.  In the case of New York Times v. United States (United States v. Washington Post was enjoined in the decision) the Court ruled in favor of the Times.  It said, “The Government bears the heavy burden of showing sufficient justification for the imposition of a prior restraint on speech…” 
The study was released by a Pentagon employee named Daniel Ellsberg who while in Vietnam analyzing the effects of American policy concluded that few Vietnamese supported the U.S. backed government. The government even went as far as bugging Ellsberg’s psychiatrist’s office.

End of U.S. Involvement
The 1972 election pitted Republican President Nixon against Democratic Dove, Senator George McGovern of SD.
The 1972 Election
McGovern wanted an immediate end to the war.  The 26th Amendment had been ratified and McGovern hoped the younger voters would carry him to victory.
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Nixon stressed the need for law and order and he said that he would finally end the war soon.  Just a few weeks before the November election, Henry Kissinger announced a breakthrough in negotiations.  He declared “Peace is at hand”.
Because of the announcement and because McGovern was portrayed as too liberal, Nixon won a landslide victory.  In the Electoral College, McGovern won only MASSACHUSETTS and the District of Columbia.  McGovern was the Democrat that Nixon wanted to run against.
[image: http://www.ashmontrecords.com/store/media/bumpersticker_lg.gif]
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A Peace Agreement
The talks stalled again and peace was not at hand.  The talks stalled and Nixon ordered “The Christmas Bombings” of North Vietnam, around the clock bombing of the capital of NV, Hanoi, and the major port of Haiphong.  When this tactic did not bring an end to the war, Nixon ordered the bombings stopped.  As a result, the talks resumed.  
A peace agreement was finally reached in January 1973 between the United States, South Vietnam, and North Vietnam.  The U.S. would withdraw all troops and help with the rebuilding of Vietnam.  Both sides would release POWs. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6YwnTnmbOMQ 

The Legacy of Vietnam
The peace lasted 2 years after the U.S. withdrew combat forces.  The North invaded the south and in April 1975 they captured Saigon and renamed the former capital Ho Chi Minh City.  The U.S. rushed helicopters to evacuate Americans from our embassy and as many South Vietnamese who had cooperated with us as possible.  We were successful in evacuating about 130,000 Vietnamese from the embassy roof.  On April 30, 1975 the government of South Vietnam surrendered and the Communists reunited the country under their control.
https://ww3
w.youtube.com/watch?v=fdt_oq-bUpM
Violence Consumes Cambodia
After the fall of Saigon, a communist revolution in Cambodia succeeded in overthrowing the government of Lon Nol.  The Communist regime, the Khmer Rouge, led by Pol Pot, emptied the cities and tried to create a primitive agrarian society.  
	[image: http://r.ddmcdn.com/w_622/u_0/gif/30-faces-evil-curiosity-gallery-10.jpg] Pol Pot
Pol Pot’s government killed over 1.5 million people. 
[image: http://wanderlustfullife.files.wordpress.com/2012/01/089.jpg]display of victims’ skulls
 Pol Pot next precipitated a border dispute with Vietnam and the two communist countries went to war against each other in 1979.  Vietnam invaded Cambodia and Pol Pot and his Khmer Rouge government went into hiding.  The Vietnamese installed a puppet regime and they occupied the country until 1989.  The U.N. sent in peacekeeping forces to maintain the peace.
Effects on Southeast Asia
The population of Vietnam was devastated by the Vietnam War.  The South lost about 185,000 soldiers and 450,000 civilians during the war.  Estimated North Vietnamese and Vietcong dead are about 1 million.  The country was ravaged by the war.  Eight million tons of bombs were dropped on the country as well as Agent Orange, which not only defoliated vast areas but also contaminated the water and soil.
After the fall of Saigon, 1.5 million people fled the country, many by boat, thus the name “Boat People”.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E_i_HkeqN5E
The Hmong people from the mountains of Vietnam and Laos also fled the country.  The Green Berets had recruited them to fight the Communists with the Americans.  All told, approximately 700,000 Vietnamese refugees came to the U.S., including their President Nguyen Van Thieu, who died in 2001 after collapsing at his home in Foxboro, MA.


Effects on Veterans
58,000 Americans died as a result of the Vietnam War; there were 600 held as prisoners of war, held in prisons and subjected to torture and solitary confinement; there are about 2,500 soldiers not accounted for as yet-Missing in Action; around 300,000 were wounded-many of whom would have died in previous wars but who now are severely disabled.
American soldiers were exposed to dangerous chemicals like Agent Orange (the main ingredient chemical is the same as in Roundup) which resulted in birth defects in children conceived after veterans returned from Vietnam, and increased cases of cancer in the veterans.  
Returning veterans did not enjoy celebratory victory parades as did previous generations; instead they were criticized for participating in the war, called “Baby Killers”, spit on, used as scapegoats for an unpopular war.  
Many suffered from post-traumatic stress syndrome as a result of what they had experienced.  Alcoholism, drug use and broken families were not uncommon among vets.  

The War’s Political Impact
The war cost us $150 billion and in the end the Commies controlled the country.  Our national debt skyrocketed and inflation resulted.  The Great Society was a victim of the war; Vietnam won the conflict between guns and butter.  
 People began to mistrust their government.  The belief was that Johnson and Nixon had exceeded their authority in conducting the war.  Congress passed the War Powers Act in 1973.  It was passed to reaffirm Congress’ right to declare war.  The President can only commit troops for 60 days, and then he has to go to Congress for a declaration of war or authorization to conduct military actions and provide the funds for the military to continue.
Healing from the War
The dedication of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial was a step in accepting what the veterans had gone through for our country and a show of appreciation for their sacrifices. 
[image: http://www.vacationideasguide.com/images/vietnam-veterans-memorial/vietnam-veterans-memorial-8.jpg]
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 It was designed by Maya Ying Lin, a 21 year old Yale architecture student.  It is a wall of polished black granite with the names of all Americans who died or are MIA as a result of the war.  
Veterans led the push for recognition of the now united Vietnam. We resumed relations in 1995.  In 1997, former POW Douglas “Pete” Peterson became the United States Ambassador to Vietnam demonstrating that the war had finally ended and peace between the former adversaries was possible.


V I E T N A M W A R S T A T I S T I C S 
& E X C L U S I V E P H O T O S
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Vietnam Vets: 9.7% of their generation 
9,087,000 Military personnel served on active duty during the Vietnam Era. Aug. 5, 1964 - May 7, 1975. 
8,744,000 GIs were on active duty during the war, Aug. 5, 1964 - March 28, 1973 
3,403,100 (Including 514,300 Offshore) Personnel served in the Southeast Asia Theater (Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Flight Crews based in Thailand, and sailors in adjacent South China Sea Waters.) 
2,594,000 Personnel served within the borders of South Vietnam. Jan. 1, 1965 - Mar. 28, 1973 

Another 50,000 men served in Vietnam between 1960 and 1964. 
Of the 2.6 million, between 1 - 1.6 million (40-60%) either fought in combat, provided close support or were at least fairly regularly exposed to enemy attack. 
7,484 Women (6,250 or 83.5% were nurses) served in Vietnam. 
Peak troop strength in Vietnam: 543,482 (April 30, 1969) 
Hostile deaths: 47,378 
Non-hostile deaths: 10,800 
Total: 58,202 (Includes men formerly classified as MIA and Mayaguez Casualties.) Men who have subsequently died of wounds account for the changing total. 
8 Nurses died - 1 was KIA 

Married men killed: 17,539 
61% of the men killed were 21 or younger. 
Highest state death rate: West Virginia - 84.1 (National Average 58.9 for every 100,000 males in 1970. 
Wounded: 303,704 --- 153,329 Hospitalized + 150,375 injured requiring no hospital care 
Severely disabled: 75,000-----23,214 100% Disabled; 5,283 Lost limb; 1,081 Sustained multiple amputations. 
Amputation or crippling wounds to the lower extremities were 300% higher than in WW II and 70% higher than Korea. Multiple amputations occurred at the rate of 18.4% compared to 5.7% in WW II. 
Missing in action: 2,338. 

POWs: 766 (114 Died in captivity.) 
25% (648,500) of total forces in country were draftees. 
Draftees accounted for 30.4% (17,725) of combat deaths in Vietnam. 
Reservist killed: 5,977 
National Guard: 6,140 Served; 101 Died 
Total draftees (1965-73): 1,728,344. 
Actually served in Vietnam 38%. 
Marine Corps Draft: 42,633 
Last man drafted June 30, 1973. 

76% Of the men sent to Vietnam were from lower middle/working class backgrounds 
Three fourths had family incomes above the poverty level; 50% were from middle income backgrounds. 
Some 23% Of Vietnam Vets had fathers with professional, managerial, or technical occupations. 
79% of the men who served Vietnam had a high school education or better when they entered the military service. (63% Of Korean War Vets and only 45% of WW II Vets had completed high school upon separation). 
Deaths by region per 100,000 of population: South-31; West-29.9; Midwest-28.4; Northeast-23.5. 

88.4% of the men who actually served in Vietnam were Caucasian; 10.6% (275,000) were Black; 1% belonged to other races. 
86.3% of the men who died in Vietnam were Caucasian (Includes Hispanics); 12.5% (7,241) were Black; 1.2% Belonged to other races. 
170,000 Hispanics served in Vietnam; 3,070 (5.2% of total) died there. 
70% of enlisted men killed were of Northwest European Descent. 
86.8% of the men who were killed as a result of hostile action were Caucasian; 12.1% (5,711) were Black; 1.1% Belonged to other races. 
14.6% (1,530) Of Non-Combat deaths were among Blacks. 
34% of Blacks who enlisted volunteered for the combat arms. 
Overall, Blacks suffered 12.5% of the deaths in Vietnam at a time when the % of Blacks of military age was 13.5% of the total population. 

Religion of dead; Protestant -- 64.4%; Catholic -- 28.9%; Other/None 6.7% 
82% Of Veterans who saw heavy combat strongly believe the war was lost because of lack of political will. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Nearly 75% of the public agrees it was a failure of political will, not of arms. 
97% of Vietnam Era Veterans were honorably discharged. 
91% of actual Vietnam War Veterans and 90% of those who saw heavy combat are proud to have served their country. 
66% of Vietnam Vets say they would serve again if called upon. 
87% of the public now holds Vietnam Veterans in high esteem. 

Napalm strike covers young girl
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Kim Phuc (pronounced Fook)
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